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Rom. Ir 


For I bear them record that they have a zeal 
of God, but not according to knowledge. 


Hefe are: St. Paul's wods and he ſpoke 

] them of the Zews, thoſe unbelieving 

7ews that were ſo tenacious of the Tra- 
ditions of their Fathers, and fo utterly averſe 
to any. Reformation of Religion: That tho' it 
appear'd by undeniable cvidence that Chriſt 
Jelus was by God ſent into the World for that 
purpole, yet, did' they to the laſt ſtand out in 
their oppolition of him and his Goſpel, even 
to the final rejeftion of their Nation. 

; To theſe People doth Sr. Paul in this Chap- 
ter exprels a great-compaſlion, heartily with- 
ing and praying for their Converſion. Bre- 
thren ( laith he 1n the firſt verſe ) my. hearty de- 
fire and prayer to God for : Iſrael is, that they may 
he faved,,. hae-1s, that they; ,may-come. ro: the 
knowledge of lic, Truth in Chriſt Jeſus; and 
by that means obtain everlaſting Salvation. 
And: one xeaſun why he yas; this: concerted 
for. them, he :givcs; ug, the wards. following, 
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(2) 
which are the words I have read unto you. 
For Thear them record ( ſauh he.) that they _ have 
a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. It 
was a great mogtive-to. him to be concern'd 
for their happineſs, that they were zealous, for 
: Religion ; 'tho' he knew. at the ſame time, that 
the Religion they were then ſo zealous of, was 
not the right Religion ; nor did the zeal they 
ſhewed for it, proceed from right Principles. 

-.\ According to rhe-account .l have now given 
.of this Paſſage, 'Three things we may take no- 
4tCe of from it, viz. 


L The Apoſtles approving and tacitly com- 
mending that Zeal which Iis Countreymen 
expreſſed for Religion. 
BI. His meek and charitable behaviour to- 
wards them, even when their Zeal! for Reli- 
g10n was very faulty and blamcable. | 
IM- His diſcovery of the faulcineſs of their 
Zeal, which lay in this, that it mwasnot-according 
to knowledge. | | 
''Thefe Zhree things I ſhall take for the Heads 
ot my tollowing diſcourſe upon this Text, and 
ſhall afterwards 'make ſuch Application of it; 
as thei Buſineſs 'of this Day calls for. | - 


--L Firſt, 1 defire it may -be obſerved, That 
Zeal of. God 1 general, that is, a hearty and 
is paſlionate 


(3) 


paſſionate concernment for Religion,7he Apoftle 
here finds no fault with; On the contrary; he 
approves 1t as a commendable thing. For yon 
ſee he repreſents it, as a piece of wirtze in his 
Country-men, and ſpeaks 1t to their commen- 
dation, that they had a zeal of God. I bear them 
record (faith he) that they have a zeal: of God. 
As much as to ſay, that he owned, they had 
that good quality, and they were to be com- 
mended for it ; and for that reaſon he both 
wiſheth them well, and aftectionately prayerh 
for them. 

That which I would from hence take occa- 
fion to put you 1n mind of is this: That Þwif- 
ference and Unconcernedneſs tor Religion is not' to 
have a place among any ones virtues and: goo! 

ualities; 1t 1s rather a yery great fault ; how- 
| ea it may ſome times pals for aw-inſtance of 
Wiſdom and Prudence. - Wh Dtig 

If indeed Men had no Paffors;or had iſomor. 
tincd their Paſſions,thar they wete rarely: earn- 
eſt or zealous about any thing; their bneons 
cernedneſs for Religion and' the things bf: God 
might be the leſs reproveable.- Bur when Za 
and Paſſion is more or leſs wrought Iat6 overs 
Man's temper, and the calmeſt 'Men'miay” be 
obſerved on ſundry occaſions not tobe with- 
out 1t 3; 1t 15 an 1nexcuſable \tailt'to have nd 
paſſion, tro zeal for God and his Cauſe, * >) \ 
Hov 


(4) 


'How-can a Man anſwer it to his own Con- 
ſcience, to be heartily angry when an affronc 
in word or deed 1s done to himſelt ; and yet to 
be alcogether inſenſible, when God 1s attronted 
in his Preſence? To make a mighty buſtic,when 
his own Right and Property 1s at ſtake,though in 
never ſo ſmall a matter; and vet to ſhew no 
concernment for the Rights and the Honour of 
that God who made him, and by whoſe favour 
alone it 1s that he can call anv thing lus own 
that he hath. 

O! What a world of Good might we ail do, 
if we had a true zeal of God, How many Oc- 
cafions and Opportunities arc there pur - into 
our: hands every day (in what condition or.car- 
cumſtances ſoever we are) which 1t. we. were 
acted by this principle, would render us great 
Benefactors to Mankind, by dilcouraging Vice 
and Impiety, and promoting Virtuc and Good: 
neſs in the World. . B 

But perhaps d-have ſet this buſincis of Zeal 
for God too high : becauſe none arc capable of 
being thus Zealous, but.thoſe that have attain- 
cd to a great degree of. Virtue and Picty, which 
we cannot ſuppoſe of all, nor the molt. Bur 
however, it will be a ſhame to all of us, it we 
do not come up to that pitch of Zeal which 
the unbelieving Fews are here commended tor, 


T bear them record, ſaith St. Paul, that they have 
a zeal 


(s) 
a_eal of God. What was this Zeal of theirs * 
way. as 1 told you, (and as,1t plainly, appears 
lrom..the whole Chapter), 14, Was.an. carnelſt, and. 
paſionate concerritnent for. the., Religion: of 
their Country. . Sure, all, Men,.among us both 
5908 Fs ad mp coms up $9 als Gegree's gh 
r God Bak It 1s roach, tus. f we. 
Es 
ligion .at-that; time, FB) not. © God's Religion, 
but Ours 4 "ny 
Jngers the. Rublick Þ pF Equo on of Religion, N) 
the, right: way, .18.as much,cvery, Man's Intereſt, 
and: ought. to be, as. much. every Man's Care,, 
as any - the dearcſt thing he hath. in «this 
World. Nay to all. Mcn that; believe they. 
have Souls to ſave, it is more valuable than; 
any. other Worldly privilege. 'It concerns. us, 
all therefore to be Zealous in that matter. 
The Duty we owe to God, to our Countrey, and 
to ozr Selves, doth require it. | In yain it. is 
ta be buſie about other things, and. to neg; 
leet this. A Map will have but ſmall com- 
fort when he comes to dic, to refle&t that he 
has been Zealous of the Privileges and Proper- 
ty, and Rights of his: Countrey-men ; bur it 
was indiflerent to him, how the Service of 
God and the affairs of Religzon were mana- 


cd. 
B II. The 
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' 'The Second thing we obſerve from 
this Palate 1s, The ' Apoftle's tarrigge þ the Un- 
believins' tſractires; who though they KR Zealous 
for God, yet were” in" great mſttke” as to = 
notions of- the iru6 Reti ror; He dorh not 
_ 'cenfure'thebf' Ht'js nor 'frerty "or fag 


ous agairfk eb?" Be Yoth nottex tt ary 
for! ro' Uſe freer vriokenee'ts- wit. IT 
rather-pitics them: | He: makes "thei oo that 


they had of God, Indugement, t A; - 
HeattiÞP 40/D19y" "for 4 TE Got 

ret heh nv He right War thar Ki en 
vation! ' i'Tfio! *hes' tar! from: 'tpprovnsg © te 
blind Zea); 'in* (6'6bRiyatcly oppoling the big fe 
_ nefs of *G6d; that is; Ch oe whict' 


id preferibed, fot the atcaitijig*of RY $f 
nels the faith of Feſns'Thtift';atfd . reing * up 
a Righteonſneſs of © their own\, which: cotifiited! 
chicfly i obſerving the Cererhonials o org 
tis Law" _ the: Tradirigns of tar Pathe 
itZfllow& ih text Verf” after my $0.6) 
Yer the. thitks ther the: more pmablc "and the 
more'exculabke, in; har” this' ther Oppolicion 
proceeded from: thvir' Zeal of God, tho” it way 
a if-informed' ittegtttr Zeal.” 

"This practice and carriage of the ArGitle. to- 
wards theſe Jenorenr Zeahtrs, ought to be a rule 


for us. to walk by in the like Caſcs. It Men 
be 


(7) 
be of” #4ifferent: nap \from Us; a5:to- Refrgion ; 
if they” hold other iGpiniozs, .or though they 
be of dnother Commwniion from us:.and though 
too 'we' are” ſtire they! are miftaken:: nay and 
danger uſly naftakeriveoo ;7yer; of. they. have 
a'Zent" of Go Gott hf iefieybbe ſetious and ſincere in 
ble way 'if-their ertburs th:Retgion'be-the 
pire reſults of #-mifinformediConſcicace : Let 
us, as the Apoftle here: did) take occaſion from 
cc t6/piry ther, and to parup hearty _ 

bs x6 God For theirs] and:toenddavour. all 
can, by getitle- methods, to reduce rhemi' co he 
right” Ty - But'|byno meats $0 expects: .con- 
ternptio Harte of 4liem, or-40 troatlchem wich 
vielepce ar uthage!: Socfar-as theiriZeal .is 
far God,Ict-us $6'far ſhew tenderneſs and com- 
paſli on to'thein'; bi if-theiviZelbe _ 

juſtice LET 'as are: teally: commendable,” lev us 
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&hbt oaely beat: wich rndy 
TS ore t' 60 examples.” ' 'This; 1 ay, 
Ve OK pradtite}"and:F think 3t isifo 
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n | ,L0 9, 0g Maſter: 'Chrift,” 'thac- ic «will become 
as 4s. in. "Ie Caſes”, th" a@tatcordingly. . 3217 
þ: But thin/after'1 have ſaid thus, - Theſe. two 
O- thik s are always to'be remembred. © _ 

le Fit, That-our Tenderniefs ts miſtakeri Zea: 


cn log; 'thaft always -Be'To managed, as thar'thc 
dls B 2 tru 


(8) 
true Religion, or the Pablick. peace ſaffer. no. da. 
mage thereby. And therefore: how kindly and 
compaſſionately foever, we,.as private. Chriſti. 
ans, arc: to'treat thok:that 'difler from us, and 
purſue a! wrong -wayout: of: Conſciengs.:..Yet 
this'dorh noc hinder, -bur thag-buck whalſemc 
Laws may ibe:made forthe ref{tainzng the cxor- 
bitances of rmiiſtaken! Zeal ; and. when thols 
Laws arc made,thiat they may;beputiin cyccution, 
-: The: cobGderatian bk Lew-givers.apd Mygh 
ftrates,13:difterent tron that, of prapete. Cob Ni. 
ans. | Their buſineſs; is ro {ee-chat WNegyid derri- 
menti-refpublica capiat,to ſee that the Government 
;be:{ecured; that the common. pegre; be kept, that 
abo.-Dw.of God:þc obſcry/d.chat God's Religion 
-as18 is.delivered-:by-;Fefus ,Clyy/t be prekerved 
Hip Can pn See pra 
foip os! Gdd: be purety.,and. gfcently pertormed. 
18 d:therefire there PE ek all 
.thefe matters.che Ggyernment may.make Feinces 
and Securities aganſt che Inſuks of intemperate 
: Zeatots,and when theſe Fences are made ſhould 
- be-at their Peri} if they cgranſgrefſed them, ſtp- 
poling Magiſtrates did:thezr, duty,, And: all: this 
-we. fay 1s very conſiſtent with that tenderncls 
and charity that all Chriſtians, and cvcn Magi 
Rrates thenaſelyes in their private Capacity, do 
owe ta milperſwaded crronegus.Conſcicnces: 
And 
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And then Secondly, it is to be remembred 
that,that Kindneſs and. Tenderneſs to miſta- 
ken Zcalots, which we are ſpeaking of from the 
Text, 41s not-to be.cxprefied to all alike; bur 
tq ſome. more, to -lome- leis, ro ſome perhaps 
in no degrce at all; according as the nature 
and quality of their Errors. are, and accord- 
ing as the Men that are guilty, of them, may 
more, or |cls, or.not at all, be thought to have 
a rcal Zeal of, God, and.to-act out of principles 
of. Conſcience. - Thus for inſtance,, . __.... 

In the Firſt place, Thoſe that. ſce up for Pa- 
trons of Atheiſm or'Epicuriſn; that, make, it 


 their-buſinels 1n theix, Converſation. to expaſc 


f 


«ll Religion, and to, bring it into contempt, ; 


that ridicule the Profeſſors of it as a .company 
of calie credulous Men; that make no Con- 


ſcience of blaſphcnung God and all things .Sa- 
.crgd, as occalion, is. given them:, Why,. chele 


Men may. hayc Zezl cnough.for their Opinians, 
and we. find - that they often have a great deal 
too much ; But are ſuch to. be ereated with 
that ſort, ot.Tenderneſs,and. Compaſſion that 
we arc-now ſpeaking of?. No, . by, no mcans 
For they are quite, out of the bounds of my 


'Text,, They have a Zeatindced,. but. it 35.not 
.a Zeal. tor God, but. for the Dezil and the In- 
terelty of. his, Kingdom. | And 1f one. were to 


mMca- 


(..) 
meaſure: the - greatnes »f Cfirics ity! the«miſ 
thief they *d6' x0 humenc Socety>; T ſhould 
think ehac'this fort of Peopte were' not to ex. 
pt6&t 16 'much- favour and--reſpect ' from mman- 
kind;-as ſeime other  Maktactors ' that-ytt -by 
our Laws/are 6 pay-for their oftences at ns 
Tels- 4 rate than therr Lives. 

- Again, 'Yecty ner; ; It 'chere'be any Men dint 
uitder-a 'ptetence of ''Religion do teach or en. 
cotrage.or protnoerc%any ip rt oF Yice- or ' In. 
morality ; or Whole. Phniciples -do' neceffarily 
kad”! to «pn mralfgenny 4nanners'-ih the plain 
marrers of Sobriety,”*C haſthty Truth or Fuſtics, 
or the like; Aachi/ktrid of Pcople are Þ "#6 

nieans!Objects of that Tenderneſs and - 

paſſhon thar-we are now-{peaking of: For: wr 

:4ws of Naturc'as to moral Virtze | and Vice 
a fo plaiply 'writ/in/every Mans 'hearr, that 

'muft be ſuppoſed*to' be'an 2/Man'that can 
aflly' entertaih- any Principle bla: come-ne- 
ho ſo ach-recommended under the name of 

Religion!) thar/contradicts 'them. ' And-what- 

ver Mlowange may 10” charuy- be made for a 

's miftaſes,' there'1s'no' reaſon that © much 
Mor d bemmade for his Wickedneſs. +," * +» 
- Agam' Thirdly, Tf there be'any * 'Men' that 
whileſt they expreſs a great Zeal*for the: Purir 
'vf Religion, and exchaim azainſt--che Cre. 
t10ns 


(17') 
ions of it (as they terry them) - whichare 
iacroduced- wito the Publick Eſtablifhirient, 'and! 
rin every Rone to have all' things !ſerledl ity 
another method; yer all this while God ane 
thei own Hearts know that all: thisconterte 
merit-and )Zeat "of:theirs for : Religion, thb'ir 
make a greatibew, 1s-only-prerended; ahdrkar 
cherce'19 another' thing that: lies- at the'botrornt; 
dar is: ro- fay 'Worldly Drterefl, and Donirtiort 
arid! Porger; which - they hope: t& compaſs by 
fucly a' Regulation of Matters as' they -delire': 
Lf, if there! be! any fucty Men; they are ke! 
wiſe no wiy' Coricerned mn that: compaſſion pry 
Text fpeaks'of.  For' tho” they tray be. yery 
Zealohsy yeeit is a Zeabfor their'bwn ſeculat 
advantages that acts ther, and! ner + Ze -of 
God. It fuch Men could be known ; inftcad 
of being kindly. and:chariedbly: abut of”. for 
their Zeal in Religion; the! Virettous PHrt be 
mankind would lobk pon cheth 45therworth 
of Hypoctircs: * Bur fincE God: only kndys' rhe 
Hearts of Mcn ; all ſuch: pretenders:to Zea! 
for Relipion, mult, rill we know! therV/atfo; be 
ereared accordins - to the” merits of the canſt 

thei pretend: re be Zerarls for? ce - 

But! cheth Fonrtlily and Fatty; AY that] 

have now fard 'is wit reſpette diole thariare 

out. of the limits of my Text, ſuch as hiye ro 

4'} 1 Leal 
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Zeal of, God, the 'fore.of them - qmiay; pretend: 
It; Bar-chen'as ;for'thole that really, a&. out 
of, Principles; of Conſcience; and; aye -a, real 
Zeal of God, tho' in'a wrong way 3; Thelc are 
true Objects of our Tenderne(s; and Compal, F 
on, tho" yet in diflerent; degrees.;.. For, agcordy, F 
ing as their | Principles and: Preflices:do. more, | 
or.Jels injure qur common Chriftianity, or art 
' more. or Icls dangerous to; our Gavernment 
and Conſtitution ; n | the.; ſame! proportion, 
the greater ,ox;lefs Tendernels and Indulgence 
1s to .be expreſſed ' towards: them. But moſt 
of what concerns this matter- being- already 
{ctled .by 'Law, 1 will, not be ſo bold as to 
meddle in it, and therefore I procecd to the 
Third Head. of my. Diſcourle. - 


...III,, The Third thing I told you we might 
oblerve from this Text was this, The A- 
poftile's tacit .Reprehenſion .of the, Jewiſh Zeal 
| pon this 'account, that it was not according to 
nowledge, 
The Vle I, make of this is, that from hence 
we may .be able,to gather to our (clvcs a;true 
rule for the governing our Zeal. in, matters; of 
Religion, and likewiſe for the judging in 
others, what Zeal is commendable, and what | 
IS not. 


For 


(13) 

' For be our Zeal of God never lo great, yet if it be 
not 4 Zeal according to knowledge, ir is not the right 
Chriſtian Zeal. And though we ſee others never 
ſo fervent and vehement in purſuing a Religious 
Cauſe, and thattoo, out of Conſcience; yer if this 
Zeal of theirs be not according to knowledge, it is a 
Zeal that juſily deſerves to be reproved. And 
though both we and they may for our fincerity in 
God's Cauſe, expect ſome Allowances, both from 
God and Man, yet neither they nor we can juſtify 
it, either to God or Man, that we are thus fool- 
iſhly and ignorantly Zealous. 

I wiſh this mark of right Zeal, that it ought to 
be according to knowledge, were more conſidered. For 
it ſeems not often ro be thought on by thoſe that 
are moſt zealous in their way , of what perſwaſion 
ſoever they be. This ſame buſineſs of Knowledge, 
is a thing that is moſt commonly forgot to be taken 
in as an ingredient or Companion of Zeal, in moſt 
fort of Profeſſors, For as the World goes, thole 
Men are generally found to be the greateſt Zealots, 
who are moſt notoriouſly Ignorant. Whereas true 
Zeal ſhould not only proceed from true Know- 
ledge , but ſhould allo be always accompanied 
with ir, and governed by it, 

Bur what'is ic to have a Zeal according to Knowledge? 
What doth this Character of juſtifiable right Zeal 
contain in it ? I anſwer, it mult at leaſt contain in 
it thele five following things. 

C Firſt, 
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Firſt, To have a Zeal according to Knowledge, doth 
import, that we be not miſtaken, as to the matter 
of our Zeal; that it be a good Cauſe, that we are 
zealous abour. And 1ince it is Zeal for Ged that we 
are here ſpeaking of, ic muſt be ſomething where» 
in our diy is concerned, that mult be the object of 
our Zeal. 

So that a right Zeal of God implies, that we do 
ſo well inform our ſelves of the nature of our Reli- 
gion, as not to pretend a Religious Zeal for any 
thing that is nota part of our Religion. If our Zeal 


for God be as it ſhould be, ic muſt certainly expreſs 


it ſelf in matters that are good ; about ſuch objects 
as God hath made to be our duty. It is good (faith 
St. Paul) to be always zealouſly affeRed m a good matter. 
But if we miſtake in oor Cauſe, if we take that for 
good which is evil, or that for evil which is 900d, here 
our Zeal is not according to Knowledge. 

Secondly, As the objett of-our Zeal muſt be accords 
mg to Knowledge, . fo allo the Principle from whence 
our Zeal proceeds , muſt be according to knowledge 
allo. That is to ſay, We muſt have ſolid and ra- 
tional grounds ' ro proceed upon in our concerns 
ment for any thing ; ſuch as will not only ſatisfy 
our ſelyes, bur all others that are unbyaſled : In a 
word, ſuch as we can juſtify to all the World. 

If it be every Mans Duty (as St. Peter tells us it 
is) to be ready to give an anſwer to every one that asketh 
him 4 reaſon of the hope that is in hm : Then I am lure, 

it 


'5 
it is much more every Mans Duty, to be able to 
ove a reaſon of the Zeal that is in him. Recaule chis 
buſineſs of a Mans Zeal doth more affect the Pub- 
lick, and is of greater Concernment to it, than 
what a Mans private Faith or Hope is. 

Bur yer how little is this conlidered by many 
zealous Men among us. Some are zealous for a 
point to ſerve an Intereſt or a Fattim. But this is 
not to: be owned as the ground and reaſon of their 
Zeal; for indeed if it ſhould, ic would not be al- 
lowed of. Others are zealous for no other reaſon 
bur becauſe they find their.Teachers, or thoſe they 
moſt converſe with, are ſo. They follow the com- 
mon Cry, and examine no more of the matter. 
Others indeed have a Principle of Zeal beyond all 
this. For they are moved from wichin, to Rand up for 
chis or the other Caule ; they have Impulſes upon 
cheir Minds which they cannot refift : Buc char in 
truth is no more a juſtifiable ground of any Mans 
Zeal, than either of the former. For if thee .Ho- 
tions and Impulſes that they ſpeak of be from God ; 
there will certainly be conveyed along with them, 
fuch Reaſons and Arguments for the thing that they 
areto be zealous about, as will, .if chey be decla- 
red, fatisfy and convince all other reaſonable Men, 
as well as themſelves. For it is a ridiculous thing to 
imagine, that God at this day doth move or impel 
Men in any other way than what is agreeable to 
the Reaſon of Mankind, and the Rule of his holy 
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Word. And if the Mans Zeal can be juſtified by 


either of theſe , there is no need of youching Inſpi- 
rations for it. 

Thirdly, As theZeal which is according to know- 
ledge hath a good matter for its objet?, and proceeds 
from a right Principle : So it is allo regular as tothe 
Meaſures of it. He that hath it is careful that it do 
not exceed its due Bounds, as the Jgnorant Zeal of- 
ren doth; bur he diſtinguiſheth berween the ſeve- 
ral objects he is zealous tor , and allows every one 
of them, juſt {o great a Concernment as the thing 
is worth, and no more. If che thing be but a ſmall 
matter, he is but in a ſmall meaſure concerned for it. 
If it be of greater moment, he believes he may be 
allowed to be the more earneſt about it. But he 
looks upon it as a raſh and fooliſh thing, and an 
effect of great ignorance or weakneſs, ro be hot 
and eager for all things alike. We ſhould account 
him not many degrees removed from a Child or an 
Ideot , that upon the cut of a Finger ſhould as paſ- 
fionately complain and cry out for help, as if he 
had broken a Limb. Why juſt the ſame Folly and 
Childiſhneſs it is, ro-make a mighty buſtle abour 
ſmall matters which are of no conſequence, in 
which- neither Religion, nor the-publick Peace, arc 
much concerned ; 25 if indeed- our Lives and Souls 
were in danger. It therefore becomes all prudent 

and ſober Men to take care, that their Zeal do nor 
ſpend ir ſelf ia little things 3 that. mey be not roo 
paſſionate 
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paſſionate and earneſt , and vehement for things 
that are not worth much contending for. if we lay 


© a greater weight upon a Cauſe than ic will bear, 
| and ſhew as much warmth and paſſion for ſmall 
 marcers, as if the Fundamentals of our Faith were-at 
ſtake, we are: zealous indeed , but not according to 
Knowledge. 


Fourthly, The Zeal that is according to knowledge, 


| is always attended with hearty Charity. It is not 
© that bitter Zeal which theApoltle {peaks of, which is 
Z accompanied with Hatred and Envy, and perverſe 
© Diſputings : But it 13 kind, and ſociable, and meek, 
* even to Gainlayers. Ir is that Wiſdom which is from 
- above, that is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſy 
© to be intreated. It is a Zeal that loves God and his 
| Truth heartily, and would do all that is poſſible to 
* bring honour and advancement co them : But at 


the ſame time it loveth all Men. And therefore in 
all things where it expreſles ic ſelf, it purely cons 


: ſults the Merits of the Cauſe before ir, but lers the 
* Perſons of Men alone. Ir is a certain Argument of 


an Jeworant and ungovern d Zeal, when a Man leaves 
his Cauſe and his concernment for Gods Glory, and 


urns his Heat upon thole that he has to deal with; 


when he is peeviſh and angry wich Men thart differ 


from him : When he is not contented to oppoſe 


Arguments ro Arguments, and to endeavour to 
gain his point by calm Reaſoning ; but he flies ox 
into. Rage and Fury ; and when he is once tranl- 
ported: 


(18) 
ported herewith, he cares not what undecent bit 
ter Reflections he makes upon all thoſe that hay: 
the Fortune to be of a different fide. But in thek: 
Caſes Men would do well to remember, that the 
Wrath of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God, u 
the Apoſtle expreſleth it. All this kind of behayi | 
gur favours of the Wiſdom of this World, whichzk 
earthly, and ſenſual, and deviliſh. 
Fifthly, and laſtly, Another inſeparable Property 
of Zeal according to Knowledge is, That it muſt pur 
ſue lawful ends by lawful means ; muſt never do a 
[l ching for the carrying the beſt Cauſe. This St. Pal 
hath laid down, as a Rule, to be eternally obſer 
ved among Chriſtians, when in the third of the 
Romans, he declares, that their damnation is juſt, wi 
ſay, Let us de evil that good may come. Be therefor 
our Point never {o good, or never ſo weighty, ya 
if we uſe any diſhoneſt, unlawful Arts, for tf 
gaining of it ; that is to ſay , If we do any thinf 
which is either in it felt evil, and appears to bekþ 
by the natural Notices of Mankind, or which tf 
Laws of our holy Religion do forbid : I ſay inal 
ſuch Inſtances we are Tranſgreſlors. And thoug| 
our Cauje be very good, and our Ends very allos 
able; yer ſince the means by which we would ac 
compliſh thoſe ends are unwarrantable,' the who! 
Afton, though proceeding from never fo mucþ 
Zeal for God, is very Bad. For true Zeal, as it 
ways ſuppoſeth a right Information of Judgmen 
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as to the matter of it, ſo likewiſe it ſuppoſeth, thar 
a Man ſhould act in honeſt ways, and endeavour 
co attain his ends by lawful means. 

And thus have | laid before you the Properties 


! and Characters of that Zeal, which is according t9 
 Þ . krowledge, which was the third and laſt ching which 


[propoſed upon this Text; And | pray God we 
may always remember them whenever we have 


.Þ occaſion to expreſs a Zeal, for any thing, eſpecially 
! in matters of Religion. All that remains now, is 
| ro make ſome brief application of my Text, with 
* reference to the buſineſs of che day. 


Theſe words, as I told you, were ſpoke of the 
Jews. But the CharaQter here given of them doth 


| ſo well fit a fort of Men, whole fiery Zeal for God 
thE and their Religion, gave occaſton to the Solemnity 
* of this Day ; that it looks as if it were made for 
: them. Iris the Bigots of the Church of Rome thar 
| Imean; ro whom we mult do the ſame right 
| chat St. Paul here did his Country-men, We muſt 


ougl | bear chem Record, that they have a Zeal of God, but not 


# according to Knowledge. 


Zealous they are ſufficiently, as the Jews were, 
no body doubts of ir. Bur as for their Zeals being 


| according to Knowledoe, there is great reaſon to doubr, 


they are as faulcy in tha point, as Sr. Pans Coun- 
tymen were. Indeed if you were to draw the 
compariſon between the Jewiſh and the Popifh' Zez- 
lots, 


(20) 
lots, 2s to all the ſeveral particulars that our Saviny 
and St. Paul cake notice of as Inſtances of blind Ze 
in the former : You would find in all thole particy. 
lars both their Zeals to be much of a piece,not only 
| as to the Fervour, but as to the Blindneſs of 
them. 

Was it an inſtance of Ignorant Zeal in the Jew 
that they ſer up their Traditions to the dilparagement 
of the Law of God ? I pray, who are thole that dif: 
parapge the holy Scriptures, by ſetting their Tradition 
upon an equal foot with them ? 

Were the Jews to be blamed for that they were 
ſo zealous for their old Religion, as to oppole that F 
Reformation of it, which our Lord Jeſus endeavoured 
ro introduce among them, becauſe they thoughtit 
was an nnovation, I pray who are thoſe, who up- 
on that very ground oppoſe all Reformation at this 
Day, though yer the wiſeſt and beſt Men among 
themlelves are ſufficiently ſenſible, chat there are | 
great Corruptions, both in their Do&rine and 
Worſhip ? 

Was it a fault in the Jewiſh Zeal that it placed 
Religion too much in Ceremonies and Formalities, in 
Taſhmg Cups and Platters, in tithing Mint and Cummin, 
and thelike.to the neglect of theweightier matrers of 
the Law, Juſtice, aud Mercy, and Faith ? | pray wheres 
in is Image-worſhip, Invocation of Saints, Penances, Pil- 

grimages, the ule of Reliques, Holy Water, &c. I ſay 
wherein are thele things better than thoſe ? And 


yer 
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t we know who they are that lay ſo great a ſtreſs 
upon theſe and ſuch other things, that it may be 
cruly ſaid, a great part of their Religion is made up 
of them. | 

It would not be difficult to run the parallel be- 
tween the Zeals of the rwo Religions, through ſeve- 
ral more Inſtances; Bur it' is an unpicalant Argu- 
ment, and therefore I will purſue it no far- 
ther. 

Only one inſtance more of the Jewiſh Zeal 1 
mult not paſs by, becauſe ic comes up (o fully to 
the buſineſs of this Day. 

So zealous were they for their Religion, that they 
did not care what ſort of means they made ule of 
for the promoting of it, were they never ſo wicked 


{ and unnatural. Our Saviour they bunted to Death 


wich falſe Witneſſes ; Stephen they ſtoned our of pure 
zeal in a popular tumult. Forty of them ſolemnly 


| bound themſelves under a Carſe, that they would 


neither eat nor drink till they had killed St. Paul. 
But all this, and a great deal more our Saviour had 
foretold they would do, when he told his Apoſtles, 
that the time would come , when whoſoever killed them 
ſhould think that be did God good ſervice. A Bleſſed 
way of doing God lervice is this, to a& ſuch wick- 
ed inhumane things as theſe ! Bur ſuch inhumane 
things as theſe doth a Blind Zeal for Religion ſome- 
times put Men upon. And that it doth ſo, we can- 
not have a greater proof (except what I have al- 
ready 
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ready mentioned) than the practices of the zealous 
Men of the Church of Rome. 

How many unlawful Arts haye they uſed to ſub. 
ject all the Chriſtian World to their Lord and Mys 
iter} How many Forgeries for this purpole have 
they been the Authors of, and maintain'd them af 
terwards ? How many diſturbances hae they gis 
ven to the Peace of Chriſtendom, jn the nialt waulk 
and unnatural ways , for the advancement of-the 
Papal Caule ? It was Zeal for Gods Service and the 
Intereſt of holy Church, that ſo many Princes have 
been Excommunicated and Depoled; that ſo mas 
ny Tumulcs and Rebellions haye been railed ; that 
ſo many Cruſades, for che extirpating Hereticks, have 
been ſent out. By which, and ſuch like means, it 
may juſtly be computed , that as much Chriſtian 
Blood has been ſhed for the eſtabliſhing Popery, as Þ 
it now ſtands, nay, and a great deal more, than Þ 
ever was during all che times of the Heathen Perle: | 
cutions for the lupporting of Paganiſm. | 

But if there were no other inſtance extant in the 
World to ſhew what is to be expected from 2 
blind Zeal, elpecially a blind Popiſh Zeal for Religy F 
on, that inſtance which the deliverance of this Day 
doth give us occaſion to mention, would be alone 
tufiicient ro inform us, When for no other end, 
but for the advancement of Popery, and the rooting 
out that Peſtilenc Hereſy of the Reformation, which 
infeſted thele Northern Climates , a Company ol 
Popiſh 
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Popiſh Zealots enter'd upon the moſt barbarous 
and inhumane Project that ever was undertaken by 
Men ; even neither better nor worſe, than the de- 
ſroying the Aimg and his Parliament at one blow ; 
and had put all chings in ſuch a readineſs 1n order 
thereunto, that they certainly had effetted ir, as on 
this day, had not their Conlpiracy been detected 
in a wonderful manner. / 

But thanks be to God, their deſigns then, and 
ever ſince, have been defeated, and lome of them 
even miraculouſly ; and we truſt in the Mercies of 
God thar they will ever be o. 

God hath been wonderfully Gracious co us, in 
the preſervation of our Church and Religion from Po- 
piſh attempts to deltroy it, eyer ſince it was ſerled 
among us. 

How many Plots and Conſpiracies were laid in 
the time of the glorious Q. Elizabeth, to put an end 
to her Life, and with it, co our reformed Efta- 
bliſhmenr ? 

What a dreadful one was this of the Gunpowder 
Treaſon, in the reign of her Succeſlor ? | 

How many dangers haye threatned us ſince that 
time, from that quarter ? 

What a horrible ſtorm but of late did we appre- 
hend , and juſtly enough roo, was impending 
over us ? x 

And yet bleſſed be God (who hath never failed 
to raiſe up Deliverers co his People in the day of 
D 2 their 
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their Diſtreſs) that ſtorm is blown over. And we 
are here not only in Peace and Quietneſs, in the 
tull poſſcGion of our Native Rights and Libertees, 
and in the Enjoyment of the Free Exercile of our 
Religiom (which is one of the moſt detirable things 
in the World) But ſuch is the deliverance that God 
hath wrought for us, that we allo ſeem to have a 
fair proſpect of the Continuance of theſe Bleflings 
among us; and according to humane Eſtimate, 
to be in a good mealure out of the danger of our 
old Inveterate Enemy, Popery I mean, which one 
would think had now made its laſt effort a- 
mong, us. 

Is not this now a great Bleſſing ? And mult not 
all fincere Proteſtants (of what perſwaſions loever 
they be in other reſpe&s) necellarily believe lo? 
Certainly they muſt, it they think it a Blefling to 
be delivered out of the hands of our Enemies, and to be 
in a Condition to ſerve God without fear. 

Let us all therefore own it as ſuch to God Al- 
mighty ; let us thankfully remember all his paſt 
Deliverances from Popery, and eſpecially, let us ne- 
ver forget thoſe of this day ; neither the former, nor 
this late one. 

We have reaſon to believe, that God hath a ten- 
der Care of his Church and Religion in theſe King- 
doms, not only becauſe he hath ſo many times fo 
ſignally and wonderfully appeared for the preſerya- 
tion of it : But more eſpecially, becauſe we know, 
and 
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and are convinced, that our Religion is according 
to his Mind and Will ; being no other than thac 
which his Son Jelus Chriſt caught unto the World ; 
that is to ſay , no other than that which is in the 
Bible, which is our only Rule of Faith. 

Ic infinitely concerns us all therefore fo to be- 
have our ſelves, as to ſhew, that we are ncither 
unthankful tor. Gods paſt Mercies, nor unqualified for 
his future ProteCtion, 

And in order to that, I know no other way but 
this, that we all firmly adhere to the Principl-s of 
our Religion ; and that in our Praftices we conform 
our ſelves to thole Principles. "That is to ſay, 

[I the firſt place, That we lincerely love and fear 
God, and have a hearty ſenſe of his Preſence, and 
Goodneſs and Providence, continually abiding in 
our minds. That we truſt in him, depend upon 
him, and acknowledge him in all our ways : Thar 
we be careful of his Worthip and Service, paying 
him the conſtant Tribute of our Prayers, and Prai- 
ſes and. Thankſgiving, both in publick and pri- 
vate. 

And then ſecondly, that we be pure and un- 
blameable. in our Lives; avoiding the Pol!utions 
that are in the World through Luſt ; and exerciſing 
Chaſtity, and Modeſty, Mecknels and Hurility, 
Temperance and Sobriety , amidit the ſundry 
Temprations we have to. conflict with. 

' And thirdly, that we have always a. fervent 

Charity 
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Charity to one another, that we lyve as Brethyen; 
endeayouring, to do all the. good we can, bur do- 
ing harm to none. Uſing Truth and Juſtice, and 
a good Conicience in all our dealings with Man- 
kind. Living peaceable, if it be poſſeble, with all Men. 
And not only lo, but in our ſeveral Places and Stas 
tions, promoting Peace, and Unity and Concord 
among Chriltians, and contributing what we can 
to the healing che {ad Breaches and Diviſions of 
our Nation. 

And then laſtly, that we pay all Submiſſion, and 
Duty and Obedience to the King and Queen whom 
God hath ſer oyer us ; endeavouring in all the ways 
that are in our Power, to render their Government 
both as eaſy to themlelves, and as acceptable ro their 
Subjects, and as formidable tro their Enemies as is 
poſſible. 

If all of us that call our ſelves Proteſtants, would 
charge our felyes with the PraQice of theſe things, 
how aſlvred might we reſt thar God would bleſs 
us ; that he would continve his Protection of our 
Nation, our Church, our Religion, againſt all 
Enemies wh:r{oever , ano that we might fee our 
Feruſalrm till more and more to flouriſh, and Peace 
to be tn all ber Þorders. 


May God Almighty pour upon us all the Spirit 
of his G ace, and woik all thele great things in us, 
and for us : And in order hereunto, may he lend 


down 
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down his Bleflings upon the King and Queen, and 
ſo inflaence and dire& all their Councils, both 
Publick and Private, that all their Subjets may 
be happy in their Government, and lead peaceable 
and quitt lives under them in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
And after ſuch a Happy and Peaceable Life here, 
may we all at laſt arrive to God's Eternal Kingdom 
and Glory, through the Merits of his dear Son, 


To whom, &C. 


FINIS. 


Advernuſemenr. 
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